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Delegates and Speakers: 

Lee Broughton, University of Leeds 

Dr Lee Broughton is a Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellow at the University of Leeds where he 

teaches film studies.  His current research focuses on the representations of “North” and “South” 

found in Italian Westerns.  The Frank Parkinson Scholarship funded his doctoral research, which 

sought to question Hollywood’s claim to fundamental ownership of the Western genre by critically 

examining key but previously overlooked European Westerns.  Recent publications include ‘Upsetting 

the genre’s gender stereotypes: Ramsbottom Rides Again (1956) and the British out West’, in 

International Western: Re-Locating the Frontier, ed. by Cynthia Miller and A. Bowdoin van Riper. 

Lanham: Scarecrow Press (2014). 

 

Oliver Carter, Birmingham City University 

Dr Oliver Carter is a lecturer in media and cultural theory and a member of the Centre for Media and 

Cultural Research at Birmingham City University. His research focuses on alternative economies of 

media production, particularly fan enterprise. He has published work discussing cult cinema fan 

practices that appears in Murders and Acquisitions: Representations of the Serial Killer in Popular 

Culture (A MacDonald, Ed.) and The Piracy Effect (R. Braga and G. Caruso, Eds.) and is  the author of 

the forthcoming monograph Making European Cult Cinema: Fan Enterprise in an Alternative Economy, 

published by Amsterdam University Press.  He is currently co-editing a book about British media 

censorship with John Mercer (Birmingham City University) and Mark McKenna (University of 

Sunderland). 

 

Fraser Elliott, University of Manchester 

Fraser Elliott is a PhD student at the University of Manchester. He holds an MA in Film and Television 

Studies and an MSc in Media Management, both from the University of Glasgow. His research 

investigates the availability and positioning of foreign-language films in the United Kingdom through 

a focus on Chinese-language productions. 

 

Paul Elliott, University of Worcester 

Dr Paul Elliott holds a PhD from the University of Essex and lectures at the University of Worcester. He 

is the author of Hitchcock and the Cinema of Sensations (IB Tauris, 2012) and an introductory guide to 

the French psychoanalyst and activist Felix Guattari (IB Tauris, 2013). He has also published articles on 

film theory, philosophy and British cinema. He is currently working on a book about the avant-garde 

documentary. 

 



Matthew Freeman, Birmingham City University 

Dr Matthew Freeman is Visiting Lecturer in Media and Communication at Birmingham City University, 

and holds a PhD in Culture, Film and Media from the University of Nottingham. He is the author (with 

Carlos A. Scolari and Paolo Bertetti) of Transmedia Archaeology: Storytelling in the Borderlines of 

Science Fiction, Comics and Pulp Magazines (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014). His first sole-authored 

monograph, titled Wizards, Jungles & Men of Steel: The Industrial History of Transmedia Storytelling, 

is under contract with New York University Press. He has also published many articles on transmedia 

storytelling, media convergence, advertising, and media branding in journals such as The International 

Journal of Cultural Studies, Historical Journal of Film, Radio and Television, and International Journal 

of Communication, amongst others. 

 

Jennifer Gillan, Bentley University, Boston, USA 

Jennifer Gillan is Professor of English and Media Studies Bentley University in the Boston area. She is 

author of Television and New Media: Must-Click TV (Routledge 2010) and Television Brandcasting 

(Routledge 2014). The latter investigates the current and historical role that television content, 

promotion, and hybrids of the two have played in disseminating brand messaging and influencing 

consumer decision-making. Gillan’s articles have appeared in Cinema Journal, American Literature, 

Arizona Quarterly, Columbia Journal of Gender & the Law, American Drama, and Mosaic. She has 

chapters in Understanding Reality TV, Great American Makeover, Reading Makeover Television, Teen 

Television, and Analyzing Mad Men. 

 

Christopher Holliday, King’s College London 

Dr Christopher Holliday currently teaches undergraduate Film Studies at King’s College London 

specializing in international film history. He is also a sessional lecturer on the BA (Film Practice) course 

at London South Bank University, and has previously been an associate lecturer in animation at the 

University of Kent. He has published various book chapters and articles on child voice acting in 

computer-animated films, historical representations of the animated house and, most recently, the 

performance of British actors in contemporary US television drama for the Journal of British Cinema 

and Television. 

 

Ksenia Malykh, University of East Anglia 

Ksenia Malykh is a second year PhD candidate at the University of East Anglia. Her research interests 

include, but are not limited to: television, digital media, media technologies, audiences, children, 

young people and media, and parenting culture. Her current project is a qualitative study of families, 

their television viewing habits and attitudes towards media devices in the home. This three year PhD 

project is funded by the University of East Anglia. 

 

 

 

 



James Mason, University of Leeds 

My postgraduate research within the School of Media and Communication at the University of Leeds 

examines British audience attitudes to Disney and its film output in the context of the company’s 

recent acquisitions of Pixar, Marvel and Lucasfilm and success with Frozen. While studying for Masters 

in Film Studies at the University of Bradford my research included Disney’s approaches to distribution 

and to copyright law, as well as a review of animated package films released by Disney and during the 

1940s and beyond. 

 

Mark McKenna, University of Sunderland 

Mark McKenna is currently an Associate Tutor and PhD candidate and at the University of Sunderland 

where he is researching the marketing, distribution and cultural afterlife of the ‘video nasties’. He 

hosts an online archive of materials related to the UK video distributor VIPCO 

(http://vipcosvault.co.uk), and is currently editing a book about global media censorship with John 

Mercer (Birmingham City) and Oliver Carter (Birmingham City), as well as directing a documentary on 

the same topic. He has forthcoming chapters in Snuff: Real Death and Screen Media (Bloomsbury, 

2015) and Grindhouse: Cultural Exchange on 42nd Street, and Beyond (Bloomsbury, 2016). 

 

Elliott Nikdel, University of Southampton 

Currently in the second year of an AHRC funded PhD at the University of Southampton. I achieved a 

first class undergraduate degree at the University of Southampton in Film between 2009 and 2012. 

Subsequently, I was awarded AHRC funding to undertake an MA in Film and Cultural Management 

also at the University of Southampton. I graduated with a distinction. My current research explores 

the impact online distribution is having on public access of non-mainstream cinema, taking into 

account methods of consumption whilst also probing the intersection of social class and cultural taste. 

 

Shane O'Sullivan, Kingston University 

As a filmmaker, Dr Shane O'Sullivan's three feature documentaries explore contemporary political 

history and the counter-narratives of several infamous 'enemies of the state'. Children of the 

Revolution (2011) tells the stories of the Baader Meinhof Group and the Japanese Red Army, and was 

released in thirty cinemas across Japan last summer. 

As a distributor, he has released six documentaries in the UK through his production company/DVD 

label E2 Films, including the award-winning Cinema Komunisto (2010) and A World Not Ours (2012). 

He is also the author of the book Who Killed Bobby? (NYC: Union Square Press, 2008), based on his 

documentary RFK Must Die (2007). He completed his PhD at Roehampton in 2013 before his 

appointment at Kingston last year. 

 

 

 

 



Roderik Smits, University of York 

I am a PhD researcher at the University of York and my research focuses on the film distribution 

business, particularly the gatekeeper roles of acquisition consultants, sales agents and distributors in 

that business. I am currently working on a paper about sales agents, and because they introduce and 

promote films to distributors and digital providers, they play a crucial role as cultural mediators in the 

distribution business. 

 

Ed Vollans, University of East Anglia 

Dr Ed Vollans is a Fellow of the Royal Society of the Arts, Doctoral Candidate and Seminar leader with 

the School of Art, Media and American Studies, at the University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK. He 

successfully submitted his doctoral thesis and defended it at his viva in early 2015. Ed's doctoral thesis 

explores trailers as a broad cultural phenomenon, looking at the history and aesthetics of trailers for 

media products other than film; primarily videogames, books, and theatre products and how these 

differ from and are similar to movie trailers. Ed has a broad selection of research interests, having 

previously written about tax incentives and film policies, and on the Bollywood film industry and is 

regularly asked to guest lecture on his research interests; having done so nationally and 

internationally. He will be writing up a report on the symposium on 23rd May 2015. 

 

Jonathan Wroot, University of Worcester 

Dr Jonathan Wroot is a Sessional Lecturer at the University of Worcester. He has taught classes on 

introductory film history and theoretical concepts; audience research; cult cinema; film reviewing; and 

documentary cinema. His PhD research concerns the distribution and marketing of Japanese films on 

DVD in the UK. Several articles derived from this work will be appearing throughout 2015. Further to 

these developments, Jonathan will be editing the intended publication for the collected papers of 

“Distributors, Discs and Disciples: Exploring the Home Media Renaissance”. Another research project 

on the Zatoichi film franchise is currently in development. Jonathan has presented at several 

conferences in London, Bournemouth, Manchester, Coventry, and St Andrews. 


